
Elliott Clarke Rugs 

Monticello 

Turkish Knot rugs will look and feel more textured and can be easier to dress up and a 
favourite among designers. These are made with hand spun New Zealand wool and 
have a pile height of 5mm. 

 
Durability/Cleanability Suitable for high traffic areas for long lifespan. Wool is one of the easiest and “carefree” fibres to look after. 
Being a hand knotted construction, quality is at the forefront. Slightly more expensive and a longer weave time compared to hand 
loom options, but longevity of a knotted rug is incomparable. 

HAND KNOTTED RUGS Hand-knotted rugs are the most traditional and labor-intensive type of rug construction. Each knot is tied by 
hand, one at a time, making these rugs highly durable, collectible, and often heirloom-quality. The Process begins with a vertical 
(upright) or horizontal loom, then begins the construction of the rug Warp threads – vertical foundation threads (cotton, wool, or 
silk) Weft threads – horizontal threads woven between rows of knots for stability, these create a grid that will hold the knots. A 
detailed design, called a cartoon is created, this could be a painted grid paper, a digital mapping is used in modern society or 
memorised in traditional weaving families, weavers refer to this design row by row. The weaver takes a piece of yarn and ties it 
around two adjacent warp threads to form a knot. Each knot becomes one “pixel” of the rug. After a row of knots is tied, the 
weaver inserts one or more weft threads and beats them down tightly using a comb-like tool. This secures the knots and keeps the 
structure rigid. As the rug progresses upward excess yarn from each row might be clipped, final detailed shearing happens after the 
rug is complete, this step defines the pattern’s clarity and smoothness. Once the weaving reaches the top of the loom, the rug is 
carefully removed by cutting the warp threads the leftover warp threads are left loose as natural fringe or braided, knotted, or bound 
for strength, the fringes are the rugs foundation and the main characteristic associated with knotted rugs. The rug is then washed to 
bring out the colours and soften the wool, then it is stretched and dried to ensure it lies flat. Last stage is a final inspection by the 
craftspeople to fix minor issues such as, trimming stray fibres, retying loose knots & sharpening lines in the pattern. 


